Verslag deelname medestrijder aan ECAS forum
A few reflections after the Citizens Panel…
By Mister 
Some weeks ago I received a request from the European Citizens Action Service (ECAS) to take part into a panel discussion regarding the workers’ free movement rights, entitled Citizens Panel on Workers’ Mobility Rights.
To be honest, my thoughts were a little ambivalent, when I got the invitation. What could be the contribution to a discussion panel from a 60 years old pensioner? On the other hand I felt curious, what does it mean workers’ mobility rights?
Well, I took the chance and Tuesday, October 21st I was present, doing a workshop together with mainly young people from various Member States. The new Member States were represented pretty well: I have met people from for instance Poland, Czech Republic, and Lithuania. Listening to the various problems which were discussed, I was impressed by the courage and perseverance of some members.
On the other hand I was surprised by the naivety of some people being citizens of the new Member States: I should say that you can expect problems when you just hop on the bus or jump in the car, without any knowledge of the country where you want to work in and of which you do not speak or understand the language because you have heard that live and/or wages are a lot better than in your homeland. One of the members of the Panel made a very good remark to this: the government of the new Member States should inform their citizens properly when they want to work in one of the “old” Member States. I think she was totally right!
In order to summarize the problems we conclude in the workshop:
-          lack of information given by the government of the Member States;
-          lack of knowledge regarding the European Union legislation of the local authorities in the “old” Member States. (It seems that it is easier to decide “No” to a request than take the risk of  making a possible wrong decision);
-          violation of the European Treaties, especially the articles concerning discrimination;  
-          social security legislations of Member States which are opposite to each other;
-          the European legislation, supposed to coordinate these legislation and to protect the free movement of the EU citizens, become an extra barrier, as it is at the moment for 100.000 Dutch pensioners living in various Member States;
-          bureaucracy by the (local and national) authorities of the Member States;
-          language problems are an important reason for misunderstandings, the cause negative behaviour from locals and other problems with integration of migrant workers as mentioned above with respect to the “old” Member States 
In other words: The conclusion form the preparatory workshop is that the freedom to move from one Member State to another is in many cases impeded by either the legislation of those Member States or by lack of know-how by the authorities.
The next day we as Panel had a general discussion in the former meeting room of the European Parliament with EU institutions officials, action groups and individuals With Mr. Tony Venables, Director of ECAS and Antoine Fobe, legal expert as chairmen.
The panel presented the conclusions of the discussions from the previous day and we also indicated a possible improvement by developing a kind of European record and social number, so authorities in the various Member States, which are authorized to manage such files, can find information about diplomas, skills, etc.
Each member of the panel was given the opportunity to tell the audience about his or hers personal experience when he/she was moving to another Member State, using their freedom of movement and residency, guaranteed by the European Treaty and Legislation.
After the official closing I had a good feeling: maybe could this be the first step on the long road to real integration and living together as European Citizens.
My personal opinion is that more of these meetings should be taken place in the future in order to monitor the progress on this long and winding road to One European Union.
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